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				The APA Awards showcases exceptional, professional photography and photo arts. It is an international competition, hosted annually by American Photographic Artists and judged by people who hire photographers and who work alongside them in the field. It provides us the opportunity to support, nurture, and showcase both estab-lished and emerging talent.

				Established in 1981, American Photographic Artists (APA) is a not-for-profit association for professional photographers. APA strives to im-prove the environment for photographic artists and clears the path-ways to success in the industry. Recognized for its broad industry reach, APA provides benefits for its members and works to champion the rights of all photographers and image-makers worldwide.

				We greatly appreciate our industry partners who help promote the competition, the judges who volunteer to review, and the photog-raphers who submit and take risks. Our call for entries happens in May/June of each year. Watch for future updates, and view archives of past APA Awards on our website apanational.org. 

				We hope you enjoy this year’s outstanding selections.
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				Jurors / Partners

			

		

		
			
				Jurors

				Thank you to the Jurors of the 2017 APA Awards. Your experience in the industry provided a keen eye in the search for outstanding imagery.

				Maya Robinson

				Digital Art Director, Photo + Visuals, New York Magazine

				Jennifer Lamping

				Director of Art Production, RPA - Rubin Postaer and Associates

				Ken Zane

				Senior Producer, Leo Burnett

				Katie Buntsma

				Art Producer, Saatchi & Saatchi

				Laurie Kratochvil

				Visual Director

				Lisa Kunst

				Senior Producer, Leo Burnett

			

		

		
			
				supporting partners

				The Best of Show winner, Gabriel Nivera, received a Canon EOS 5Ds. 

				Thank you to Canon for their generous support of the APA Awards. And, we also want to thank Lürzer’s Archive for their annual media support of our contest. These two generous sponsors help bring our contest to the photographic community worldwide.
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				Photographer

				Gabriel Nivera

				Client

				Visit Faroe Islands

				Óli & His Three Beauties. Freia, Strengur, and Stefnir surround Óli, playfully nipping at his sweater. This image was photographed as part of a campaign for Visit Faroe Islands that focused on profiling the inhabitants of the Faroe Islands, and getting a glimpse of their daily lives. Óli takes care of a livestock farm that has been in his family for eight generations.
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				Photographer

				Todd Antony 

				Agency

				Wieden+Kennedy

				Client

				Skyr Icelandic Yogurt

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Sue Barr

				Client

				Swagger & Blade

				Swagger & Blade social media content shoot. Asbury Park, NJ
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				Photographer

				Fernando Decillis

				Client

				Sri Lankan Airlines

				Agency

				J. Walter Thompson Shanghai

				Creative Director

				Carlos Camacho

				Executive Producer

				José Fernando Mafla

				Styling

				Darcie Adler, The Spin Style Agency

				Retouching

				Mauricio Cifuentes

				Producer

				Kimberly Fulton, SubRosa Stills

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Cameron Davidson

				Client

				Rocky Mountaineer

				Vancouver, BC

				Aerial along the Fraser River in central BC. Spent two days chasing the train from Whistler to Alberta, and dodging wildfires.
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				Photographer

				Art Streiber

				Clients

				(left)

				Rob Lowe for Comedy Central

				(right)

				Bill Nye for NBC

			

		

		
			
				Advertising
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				Photographer

				Aaron Okayama 

				Client

				Speedo USA

				Creative Director

				Ryan Cochran

				Title (top)

				“Ray of Light”

				Location

				Pearland, Texas

				Talent

				Olympian Katie Meili

				Title (bottom)

				“FlipTurns”

				Location

				Los Angeles, CA

				Talent

				Model, Kevin Graner

			

		

	
		
			
				12

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Photographer

				James Krantz 

				Client

				Breuninger Stuttgart

				Shot for the fashion retailer headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany, that created a line of western-inspired denim clothing that was photographed in the Caliente, CA mountains.

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				RJ Muna

				Marketing image created for the 2017 season of ODC/Dance.
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				Photographer

				Rebecca Handler 

				Client

				Daiya Foods

				Agency

				TDA_Boulder

				Campaign

				“Cheezier than Ever”

				This is from a 12-image ad campaign for Daiya Foods, featuring the year’s cheesiest holidays. The full campaign and calendar can be seen at daiyafoods.com/cheezier/.
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				Corporate

			

		

		
			
				Photographer 

				Staudinger+Franke

				Client

				FairMed

				Agency

				Spinas Civil Voices

				Title

				“Jungle”

				The end of the world does not mean the end of humanity. FairMed is a development organization based in Bern, Switzerland that is committed to the health of the world’s poorest.

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Adam Macchia

				This photograph of New York City, taken from a helicopter in March 2017, was shot as part of a real estate assignment.
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				Photographer

				David Ellis

				Client

				St. Paul Academy

				Art Director

				Ami Berger

				Taken in the locker room after the St. Paul Academy Spartans lost the section championship in the Minnesota High School Hockey playoffs, the two senior players react to the loss and the end of their high school hockey careers.

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Kenton Robertson

				Client

				Universal Furniture, Modern Collection—dining room

				Marketing Manager

				Kim McNairy

				Stylist

				Daniel Stoner

				Photographed in their showroom, this image of a dining room scene was part of a series of “teasers” to launch Universal Furniture’s new Modern Collection.
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				Corporate

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Mark Maziarz

				John Slattery as photographed on-set at Park City TV during the Sundance Film Festival. This was part of the Sundance “One Minute Portrait Series,” where subjects are photographed immediately after on-air interviews in a brief, impromptu sitting. Shot on a hand-built hybrid camera with a Civil War–era Petzval lens.

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Christine Blackburne

				This was originally shot as a young adult book cover for Penguin Random House, with designers Ray Shappelle and Jen Heuer. The silhouette of the girl was made out of Nerds candies. (I did my own styling on this one—you can see the stop motion video on my Instagram, cblackburnephoto). The idea was to illustrate a girl literally going to pieces and disappearing. Since a major part of the book dealt with two teens dividing up Halloween candy, this was the perfect marriage.
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				Photographer

				R.J. Hinkle

				Robert Silguero, King Ranch Purebred Unit manager and cowboy, with his horse “Signs”

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Greg Whitaker

				Client

				CountryMark 

				Art Director/Producer

				Belinda Puetz

				Assistant

				Ryan Dugan

				A man walking on top of, and checking, a huge feed pile at a dairy farm just before dawn.
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				Corporate

			

		

		
			
				(this page) 

				Photographer

				Bruce Byers

				(top) Bhutan, while watching a festival during a workshop with Cameraodysseys.com

				(middle) Researching for a medical mission outside of Islamabad, Pakistan

				(bottom) West Bank medical mission that saved the life of his daughter

			

		

		
			
				(opposite page)

				Photographer

				Cameron Davidson

				Client

				C.H. Robinson

				Chased and photographed this “special” train made up of C.H. Thompson containers as it traveled from Los Angeles, CA to Needles, AZ.  (Also directed video capture)
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				Editorial

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Mike Morgan

				Client

				Baltimore magazine

				(top)

				Portrait of JoJo Bright, a high-school lacrosse star who was introduced to the sport by Charm City Youth Lacrosse, a nonprofit dedicated to growing the game in inner city Baltimore.

				(bottom)

				Portrait of running back Terrance West, whose football journey has taken him full-circle from a childhood in West Baltimore to the starting roster of the Baltimore Ravens.
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				Photographer

				Beth Galton 

				Client

				Shape magazine’s “Sweet and Spicy Recipes” 

				Photo Director

				Toni Paciello

				Food Stylist

				Jamie Kimm

				Prop Stylist

				Bette Blau

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Art Streiber

				Client

				Michelle Williams for Variety magazine
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				Editorial

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Lupine Hammack

				Clients

				Wired magazine, Aether Cone speaker

				Esquire magazine, Lytro camera

				This pairing was originally created for my printed portfolio and they looked so good together that I submitted them here the same way.
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				Photographer

				Forrest Aguar and Michelle Norris

				Client

				Suitcase magazine

				The collaborative work of Forrest Aguar and Michelle Norris, Tropico Photo. Women walking in Marrakech.
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				Editorial

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Laurie Frankel

				Client

				Autentico

				Title

				“Turkey Legs”

				Shot for Autentico, an upcoming Italian cookbook by Rolando Beramendi, published by St. Martin’s Griffin (2017). Much of the spirit of the book was to show food and where it comes from.

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Jamey Stillings

				Title

				Chicago Railyard, #1085, March 10, 2017

				Description

				Infrastructure 

				This image is a personal favorite from an aerial assignment about US infrastructure for TIME magazine’s April 10, 2017 issue.
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				Photographer

				Yuri Hasegawa

				Client

				Grub Street/New York Magazine

				Moby at his restaurant, Little Pine, in Silver Lake, CA.

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Theodora Richter

				Gucci tiger dress and Gucci bag. Shot in Miami Beach at The Confidante Hotel last winter for The Webster.
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				Photographer

				Stephen Voss

				American political activist Van Jones, in Washington, DC on August 16, 2016.

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Corey Nickols

				Title

				“The House of Moby”

			

		

		
			
				Editorial

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				27

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Terry Vine

				We were on an assignment, shooting a portrait of Dr. Denton Cooley, the heart surgeon famous for performing the first heart transplant as well as the first artificial heart implantation. In addition to the portrait, I had the idea to shoot this detail of his hand holding a mechanical heart.
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				Personal

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Corey Nickols

				The Curious Teeth of Louie Anderson

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Ty Cole

				Monument Valley
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				Photographer

				Rob Brodman

				Pelican formation—Seal Rock, Ocean Beach, San Francisco, CA

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Markku Lahdesmaki

				Title

				“Havana Taxi Company no.1”

				This is from my series of images from Havana, Cuba, with its thousands of 1950s American cars—most operating as taxis. With Cuba moving into a new era, I knew I had to go now if I wanted to capture the taxis and their drivers in their real form, before the taxis were inevitably replaced.
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				Personal

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Chris Crisman

				“The Butcher” is a portrait of Heather Marold Thomason, co-founder of Primal Supply Meats. Photographed in Philadelphia, PA, this was the first image in our still-and-motion series “Women’s Work.” The series itself was inspired by conversations we had with Heather about women working in typically male-driven industries.
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				Photographer

				Elisabeth Caren

				Assistants

				Kevin Burnstein, Corey DeGuia

				Actor

				Taryn O’Neill 

				Stylist

				Angel Terrazas 

				Make Up

				Stephen Dimmick 

				Hair

				Christopher Loera

			

		

		
			
				Post production

				Angie Hayes/The Happy Pixel Project

				“The Invisible Wall” from the “Double Identity” series, inspired by classic Film Noir, which explores the anxiety and despair of characters whose internal desires conflict with the pressure of societal approval regarding sexual identity/preference.
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				(this page)

				Photographer

				Maren Caruso

				(opposite page)

				Photographer

				Susan J Chen

				Making America Great Again, conceptual commentary of the Trump era.

			

		

		
			
				Personal
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				Photojournalism

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Elias Joidos

				location

				Trinidad, Cuba

				A young woman was looking for a path and finally jumped over the water on the street. My composition was complete when I framed the man under the girl’s legs. Afterwards, I made it monochrome—something I’d envisioned in the moment I captured it.

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Thorsten Von Overgaard

				Title

				Shadowland

				Saturday morning in the narrow street Larsbjoernsstraede in the center of Copenhagen, Denmark. A 650-year-old street with stories to tell.
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				Photographer

				Stephen Voss

				Senators Nelson, Blumenthal, and Strange listen to the testimony of Attorney General Jeff Sessions before the Senate Intelligence Committee at the Hart Senate Office Building in Washington, DC on June 13, 2017.

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				John-Francis Bourke

				Two young men on a raft at sea, photographed off the coast of Dominica
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				Photojournalism

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Ian Tuttle

				Race fans in Ismailli at the end of Stage 2 of the 2017 Tour d’Azerbaijan, photographed from the Team Illuminate support car.

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Colin Johnson

				Location

				Tibet

				Date

				January 14, 2017

				Somewhere between Shigatse and Sakya
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				Photographer

				France Leclerc

				These Filipino families could not find shelter in Manila, the most densely populated city in the world. They made their home below an overpass next to the railroad tracks.

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Nate Ryan

				Dieter Vanthourenhout of Belgium, photographed following Jingle Cross, a UCI World Cup Cyclocross race held near Iowa City. The September 2016 event was only the third World Cup race ever held in the United States.
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				Photojournalism

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Ignacio Umaña

				Location

				Butcher shop in Bogotá 

				This image was part of a photo essay on butcher shops in Bogotá for Colombian online magazine Bacanika. While squatting and photographing the pigs in the back of the store, I shot this image when the butcher entered the frame carrying his knife ready to chop them up. 

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Stephen Voss

				Day 18: A discarded newspaper on the DC metro with an image of President Trump, on February 6, 2017
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				Photographer

				Jamey Stillings

				Title

				#14621, August 19, 2016

			

		

		
			
				Description

				Japan Image

				This image, from Changing Perspectives: Japan, shows a photovoltaic field on an industrial island of Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan. Changing Perspectives is a multi-year aerial and ground photography project documenting significant renewable energy development around the world. Blue Earth Alliance serves as fiscal agent for the project.

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				40

			

		

		
			
				Photojournalism

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Martin Klimek

			

		

		
			
				(above)

				Buddhist pilgrims perform a kora along the sacred path of worship that circles the Jokhang Temple in Lhasa, Tibet Autonomous Region, China. The clockwise circumambulation of the temple, considered the most sacred in Tibet, is a meditative practice said to earn religious merit.

			

		

		
			
				(right)

				A yak farmer reveals the teeth of his mastiff at the foot of Kambala Pass in Tibet Autonomous Region, China. Mastiffs are used to protect the yak from predators while they graze.
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				Series

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Rob Gregory

				Black Series is a test concept created and executed by Rob Gregory. Everything on set was painted or airbrushed matte black, including the model.
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				Series

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Steve Simko

				“Blues Sunday” is a personal project, photographed at Bell’s Blues Workshop in South Central Los Angeles. Every Sunday brings a gathering of Blues enthusiasts and musicians in their “Sunday Best” where they jam in a converted garage with a stage.

				They eat, dance, and play the Blues all afternoon with one goal—to spread the joy... all thanks to Franklin Bell.

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				45

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				46

			

		

		
			
				Series

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Allan Borebor 

				Title

				The Interlace

				This is the Interlace apartment building in Singapore. Its design is different from usual apartment buildings and its unique perspective makes it outstanding. I decided to show my own perspective, in a fine-art way, which brings out the building’s soul and emotions.
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				Series

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Christine Blackburne

				This was part of a personal-project series that I shot with the amazing stylist, Alma Melendez. We wanted to show beauty products in a new way. Using stencils, we created these very geometric patterns with some very organic movement within each cell.
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				Photographer

				Jeffery Couch

				Title

				Food Art 1, 2 & 3

				This series is personal “Food Art” work. All images were shot in our studio in Chatsworth, CA.
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				Series

			

		

		
			
				(this page)

				Photographer

				Debbie O’Donnell

				Title

				‘Down South’ #1

				‘Down South’ #2

				‘Down South’ #3

			

		

		
			
				(opposite page)

				Photographer

				Ron Amato

				Title

				The Box

				Focused on themes of isolation, desire, conflict and empowerment, Ron Amato uses a series of boxes to create visual metaphors, echoing his development from adolescence to adulthood.
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				Photographer

				Jeremy Jackson

				Phantom Football

			

		

		
			
				Series
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				Series

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Andrew Johnston

				This series is part of an ongoing collaborative project with costume designers and performers.

				There is perhaps nothing as transportive as a costume, opening up a world of possibilities for both the performers and their audiences.
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				Series

			

		

		
			
				(this page) 

				Photographer

				Mike Basher

				Title

				(top) Cypress Study I, 2017

				(bottom) Cypress Study II, 2017

				Part of an ongoing large-format film project, Cypress Study I and II is a study of the individuality of cypresses—trees that need precise conditions to thrive, and under the right conditions, can live upwards of a thousand years.

			

		

		
			
				(opposite page)

				Photographer

				Bil Zelman

				“FEDORA - Cobblestones, Steel and Felt”
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				Series
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				(opposite page)

				Photographer

				Zoe Wetherall 

				Title

				Order

				Descriptions

				(top) JW Marriott at L.A. LIVE

				(left) The Broad, Los Angeles

				(right) Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts, Los Angeles

				More than half of us now live in urban areas, and they can be stressful places. By creating order from chaos, I hope to identify and support good urban design and architecture that help cities become better places for people.

			

		

		
			
				(this page)

				Photographer

				Art Streiber

				Title

				Actors on Actors

				(clockwise top to bottom)

				Michael Shannon for Variety magazine 

				Emma Stone for Variety magazine

				Mahershala Ali for Variety magazine
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				Series
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				Photographer

				Kristyna Archer 

				(opposite page)

				Title

				Game Night

				Game Night is a series that yearns to tap into your nostalgia and inspire you to step away from your screens, phones, or devices to play some good ol’-fashioned board games.

				(this page)

				Title

				The Grand Slam

				The Grand Slam is a pop-art tribute to the indulgence of the Denny’s Grand Slam, a staple of Americana food culture, and its other decadent accoutrements.
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				Student/Emerging

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Jennifer Pritchard

				Title

				Illusion

				Enthusiasts compete around the kitchen table. They are enjoying one another’s company as the cards are dealt—unaware that they are being watched from the upstairs balcony and that this moment is being captured in the window frames of the second story. Lake Tahoe and the Fourth of July holiday inspire these compatriots to pursue simple American pastimes.

			

		

		
			
				Photographer

				Jessica Chen

				Title

				“3 to 1” (2016)

				Photographed in Raleigh, NC
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				Photographer

				Elisha Knight
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				Student/Emerging
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				Photographer

				Amy Gaskin 

				(this page)

				Pastor Lawrence E. Magee of Crouch Memorial Church of God in Christ, surveys the damage done to his historic church from a fire he believes he accidentally started. In preparation for Morning Prayer, he turned the heater on in the chapel to test it. Minutes later, the church was engulfed in flames. Several firefighters were injured in the blaze when the roof caved in. On 

			

		

		
			
				this day, Magee will be meeting with investigators to determine the cause. Los Angeles, CA

				(opposite page)

				Dancer Kozue Kasahara leaps in the new Core Performance Center on the campus of Santa Monica College.
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